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Recommendations for action or decision: The Scrutiny Board is recommended to:
1. Review complaints management and performance for the period 1 April 2016 to

31 March 2017.

The Scrutiny Board is asked to note:

1. This is a combined annual complaint report to Scrutiny Board covering all complaints
and compliments received by the Council in relation to Social Care services, Public Health
services and Corporate services.

2. Part A of the report relates to statutory complaints activity for Adult Social Care, Children
and Young People Social Care and Public Health, Part B relates to all other complaints
activity governed by the Corporate Complaints Procedures.
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Purpose: The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the complaints,
compliments, Local Government Ombudsman and Housing Ombudsman enquiries
received by the Council during the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017.

Introduction: This report details a total of 504, complaints received by the Council in
2016/17, compared to 515 in 2016/17 and 718 complaints received in 2014/15, a
decrease of 11 complaints over the year.

Complaints, Compliments and Ombudsman enquiries are considered as a form of
customer feedback. They are all registered and monitored by the Customer Feedback
Team based within the Corporate Directorate. Monitoring customer feedback provides
details about the types of complaints and compliments that are received by the authority
and highlights any improvements or amendments made to service provision or delivery.

Complaints procedures are a mechanism to identify problems and resolve issues. If
things go wrong or fall below expectation, we try to sort things out quickly and fairly. We
also want to learn from our mistakes or concerns that arise and will make changes to
improve services.

This report: is divided into two parts. Part A encompasses complaints that come under
statutory Adult Social Care and Public Health Regulated Procedures, followed by
Children Social Care statutory complaints and part B covers complaints relating to
Corporate complaints received from 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017.

Part A — Adult Social Care and Public Health Complaints Activity. Followed by
Children and Young People Social Care Complaints Activity.

Adult Social Care: Adult Social Care complaints must be dealt with in accordance with
The Local Authority Social Services and National Health Service Complaints England
Regulations 2009. There is a one stage approach to handling adult social care
complaints. This means the Council has one opportunity to respond to the complaint
and conclude matters satisfactorily before the complainant can take matters to the Local
Government Ombudsman should they remain dissatisfied. However, although there is
only one complaint stage the degree of enquiries that are carried out to seek a
resolution can be significant depending on the nature of the complaint.

Public Health: Complaints in relation to Public Health services are required to be dealt
with in accordance with- The NHS Bodies and Local Authorities
PartnershipArrangements, Care Trusts, Public Health and Local Healthwatch
Regulations 2012.

Public Health is about improving and protecting the health of groups of people, rather
than about treating individual patients. Public Health is about helping people to stay
healthy and avoid becoming ill. The Public Health team at the City of Wolverhampton
Council commission services across a range of policy areas including:

Sexual health

Health checks

Drugs and alcohol
Smoking cessation
Weight management
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Public Health Complaints received 2016/17: A total of three complaints were
received in relation to Public Health services during 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017. This
is compared to two complaints for the year 2016/17. We can report that very few
complaints, regionally or nationally, are received by Councils in relation to Public Health
Services.

The three complaints referred to: 1) Quality of Service. 2) Disagreement with Policy in
relation to fluoride in the water. 3) Non availability of Service.

The outcome from the 3 Public Health complaints was; the 3 complaints were not upheld.

Adult Social Care Complaints received 2016/17: As of the 31 March 2017 there
were more than 4,574 people who received adult social care services in 2016/17. From
those figures Adult Social Care Services received a total of 90 formal complaints from
1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017.

This year’s figure of 90 complaints compares with 81 in 2015/16, an increase of Nine
complaints this year, compared to 2015/16. 105 complaints were received in the same
period for 2014/15. This is reflected in Appendix 2.

No particular service area received a disproportionate number of complaints during
2016/17 with 33 separate Adult Social Care service areas receiving a complaint. The
highest volume of complaints was received by the Health and Social Care Team with
13 complaints and Adult Community Team North receiving 12 complaints.

Outcomes: At the beginning and end of each year there will be a number of
complaints ongoing, moving into the following year before being concluded. Overall, the
number of complaints resolved during 2016/17 was 83.

Each complaint is responded to individually with a finding’ reached as to whether the
complaint was justified, i.e. upheld, or not justified i.e. not upheld; or whether there are
aspects of the complaint that should be partly upheld. Out of those 83 complaints
concluded in 2016/17, 14 were upheld; 44 were not upheld and 25 were partially
upheld.

Timescale Compliance - Adult Social Care and Public Health Complaints: When
responding to Adult Social Care and Public Health Services complaints, the People
Directorate sets a target timescale of ten working days to provide a written response to
the complaint. However, this can be extended where a complaint is complex or covers
several service areas.

During 2016/17, 52 complaints out of the combined total of 90 Adult Social Care and
Public Health complaints received in this period, were responded to within ten days. A
further 22 complaints were responded to within 11 to 20 days with 9 complaints taking
21 days or over for a written response to be provided.

Despite the slight increase in overall complaints in 2016/17 the average number of
days to respond and conclude all complaints during this year went down to 11 days,
compared to 19 days in 2015/16. We will seek to maintain and indeed improve on that
average response time where possible, it is however a positive position given the
increasing complexity of complaints received.
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Compliments received for Adult Social Care and Public Health Services: During
1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017, more compliments were received than complaints this
year, with a total of 185 compliments, however this is a decrease of 22 compliments
compared to 2015/16, where 207 compliments were received for Adult Social Care and
Public Health services. Please see Appendix 7.

Children Social Care Complaints and Compliment Activity 2016/17:

The Children’s Act 1989, Representations Procedure England Regulations 2006
requires Children and Young People’s Services to have a complaints and
representations procedure in place. The Local Authority functions covered include
services provided under Parts Ill, IV and V of the Children’s Act 1989, for example:

an unwelcome or disputed decision;

concern about the quality or appropriateness of a service;

delay in decision making or provision of services;

delivery or non-delivery of services;

quantity, frequency, change or cost of a service;

attitude or behaviour of staff;

application of eligibility and assessment criteria;

the impact on a child or young person of the application of a Local
Authority policy; and

O assessment, care management and review.
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All Children Act complaints must be made known to the Customer Engagement Team
who are responsible for registering all complaints. The Team will then monitor the
progress of the complaint, ensuring that a written response is provided to the
child/young person or the person representing them and that the response is of good
quality and addresses all areas of complaints.

Access to the Complaint Process: Children and young people are made aware of
their right to complain, comment or compliment about the service they receive. This
can be by written information such as a complaint leaflet and/or verbally by their
allocated worker or the Independent Reviewing Officers and Child Protection
Conference Chairs.

Advocacy: Young people who complain on their own behalf must be offered the
services of an advocate. The Black Country Advocacy Service provide this support.
The Children Services Managers and the Complaints Manager meets with the manager
of the advocacy service on a quarterly basis to ensure that performance is monitored in
areas such as good access to the complaint process; a focus on early resolution,
speedy responses, and that effective advocacy is available and taking place.

The Complaints Procedure for Children’s Social Care Services has three stages:

1 Stage One - Problem solving and informal resolution.
1 Stage Two - Formal Complaint investigation.
0 Stage Three - Independently chaired Review Panel.

Stage One: This stage offers managers responsible for the relevant service being
complained about the first opportunity of considering the complaint and responding on
behalf of the Directorate as appropriate. A written response is provided by the relevant
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Manager to the young person or their representative. This could involve apologising for
any mistakes made and correcting any resulting disadvantage, upholding the complaint
or finding that the work that was undertaken was appropriate and therefore not
upholding the complaint.

Stage Two: Where a complaint cannot be resolved satisfactorily at the first stage it
may progress to stage two of the procedures, this is the formal complaint investigation
stage. A considerable amount of work takes place to try to resolve matters — seeking to
prevent the need for matters to escalate to Stage 2 unnecessarily. This can be
evidenced by the relatively few complaints progressing to Stage 2. Stage two
complaints are investigated by a person independent of the service. This can be
another manager within the Directorate or an externally appointed person. Additionally,
an independent person, not employed within the Local Authority, must be appointed in
each case to oversee the investigation from the perspectives of thoroughness, fairness
and objectivity.

25 working days up to a maximum of 65 working days are allowed for the formal
investigation of the matter by the complaint investigator leading to a formal complaints
report and the separate written response by the Service Director for Children’s
Services. If the complainant remains dissatisfied after the stage two process then they
can request that matters move to the final stage in the procedure.

Stage Three: If the complainant remains dissatisfied following the stage two
investigation, they can request that matters proceed to an independent review panel.
This process requires the Local Authority to convene a stage three review panel to
hear the complaints within 30 working days of the request. The Review Panel involves
three independent people, one of whom is appointed to chair the panel. The review
panel considers the management and investigation of the complaint and the responses
made at stages one and two.

If the complainant remains dissatisfied following the stage three response they can;
within twelve months of the panel hearing, approach the Local Government
Ombudsman seeking further enquiries or investigation to be carried out into the
complaints by that office. If the Ombudsman determines that the complaint has not
been looked into fairly and correctly by the Directorate, or that the service user has
suffered an injustice in the services he/she has received then the Ombudsman could
reach a finding of maladministration against the Authority.

Children Services Complaint Activity 2016/17: The overall number of children
social care complaints received from 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 was 96, compared
to 128 in 2015/16; this is a decrease of 32 complaints over the year. The overall
number of complaints has decreased; however, the picture regionally and nationally is
that the complaints being received by Councils in relation to social care services are
increasingly complex.

Informal Complaints: The complaint regulations provide an opportunity for children /
young people to raise issues of concern without those matters being treated as formal
complaints, as long as they are speedily and effectively addressed. These are referred
to as informal complaints; 32 were received during 2016/17, compared to 39 in the
previous year 2015/16.
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Complaint Issues: This is the stated complaint issue raised by the complainant. The
most frequently complained about issue in relation to Children Services was
communication and information with 37 in 2016/17, this is compared to 47 in the
previous year. Quality of service was the second largest issue with 34 complaints in
2016/17 compared to 36 in the previous year. Please see appendix 2

No particular service area received a disproportionate number of complaints during
2016/17. The 96 complaints received in 2016/17 involved 26 separate service areas
across Children Services.

Timescale Compliance. Regulation 14 1 of The Children Act 1989 Representations
Procedure England Regulations 2006 places a 10 working day time limit for a response
to the complaint, most stage one complaints should ideally be concluded within this
time limit. The maximum amount of time that stage one should take is 20 working days.
After this deadline, the complainant can request consideration at stage two if they so
wish.

Of the 96 children complaints received and closed during 1 April 2016 to 31 March
2017, 38 were responded to and concluded satisfactorily within the initial ten day
statutory timescale. A further 25 complaints were responded to within 20 days with
20 taking over 20 days. The average number of days to respond and close all
complaints over the year 2016/17 was 14 days, compared to an average of 13
days in the previous year -2015/16. Given the growing complexity of complaints
this remains a positive position, however, we will need to reduce the average
response time where possible, whilst ensuring that a full and effective response
is provided to all individual complainants.

Outcomes. Of 96 stage one complaints responded to and closed from 1 April 2016
to 31 March 2017: 20 were upheld, 34 were partially upheld and 29 were notupheld.

Formal Complaint Investigations: Where the complainant feels that they have not
received a satisfactory outcome to their complaint at stage one, they will be informed of
their right to move on to stage two which involves a formal independent complaint
investigation.

During 2016/17 Children’s Services saw 2 complaints out of the 96 complaints received
progress to stage two formal complaint investigation. This compares to 3 in 2016/17.
One other complaint which could have proceeded through the Stage 2 complaint route
was, at the request of the complainants, looked into instead as a review. This involved
a full review of the case as against looking into separate areas of complaints. This was
looked into and resolved satisfactorily.

This low figure of two Stage 2 complaint investigations would indicate that the fast
response times and quality of replies to each complaint has prevented the necessity for
other complaints to proceed to stage two. This approach concludes matters speedily
for the complainant, but it is also highly cost effective as the average cost of a Stage 2
complaint investigation is between £2,500 to £4,000.

It is anticipated that the demand for complaints to progress to a Stage 2 complaint
investigation will grow in 2017/18. This is due to the increased complexity of
complaints and the difficulties involved in providing resolutions to those complaints.
This will have implications for Children Services such as increased demand on time
and finances in responding to complaints.
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Stage Three Review Panels: Should a complaint not be resolved following a formal
investigation at stage two the complainant can request that it progresses to stage three
— Independent Complaint Review Panel. One request was made for a stage three
panel during 2016/17. This referred to a Child Protection case. The complaint was
concluded satisfactorily at the Stage 3 Review Panel.

Local Government Ombudsman: During 2016/17 the Local Government
Ombudsman dealt with 2 full investigations and 1 initial assessment in relation to the
City of Wolverhampton Council Children’s Services.

Compliments: During 2016/17 Children/Young People, or their representative, took
the opportunity to present 151 compliments for Children and Young People services,
compared to 90 in the previous year, an increase of 61.

During 2016/17 Ofsted carried out their inspection into Children Social Care Services,
which culminated in a Good outcome for Children Services. The complaints function
was part of the inspection and received the following positive comments from Ofsted:
Complaints from children and families are taken seriously, and there are robust
systems in place for logging, monitoring, analysing and learning from them. Heads of
service receive weekly reports on the progress of complaints. The outcome of
complaints is routinely shared with staff and teams through briefing meetings and
training. Young people who wish to make a complaint are offered the services of an
advocate to support them. However, the take up of advocacy support by children
involved in the child protection process is low. The local authority has recognised this
and has plans to address it.
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Part B — Corporate Complaints Activity 2016/17.

Service requests. It is important to distinguish between a complaint and a service
request. When a citizen of Wolverhampton makes a first contact with the Council to
raise a difficulty with a service that it has responsibility for; then it is likely in the first
instance that it will be recorded as a service request. If the issue being raised is new
to the Council, and the service involved has not had the opportunity of looking into
the issue before or of resolving it, then it is likely to be received as a service request.
However, if the issue has been raised previously and it has not been properly looked
into or satisfactorily resolved, then the person may then wish to pursue matters
through the formal complaint procedures.

Corporate Complaints Activity 2016/17: The Customer Feedback Team records
and tracks all complaints, working closely with the services being complained about,
until the complaint is concluded.

During 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017, the Council received 283 stage one
complaints; compared to 306 in the previous year 2015/16 and 459 in 2014-15.

Analysis of complaint activity during 2016/17 suggests that there are two principal
reasons for the reduced number of complaints received in 2016/17 [283] compared
to those received in 2015/16 [306]

1 The emphasis has remained on getting the issue of concern resolved at the
first point of contact with the complainant. The focus on resolving the matter at
the first opportunity to the customer’s satisfaction prevents the need for
matters to proceed through to the complaint procedures.

1 Second, members of staff being clearer about when the presenting issue
should correctly be followed up as a ‘service request’ as against a complaint.
Therefore, providing an opportunity for the Council to put matters right first
time to the customer’s satisfaction.

The 283 stage one complaints received in 2016/17 are broken down by Directorates
as follows: Place with 178 compared to 179 in the previous year 2015/16. Corporate
with 96 complaints in 2016/17, compared to 102 in 2015/16. People with 2
complaints this year, compared to 23 for 2015/16 and Education with 7. Refer to
appendix 6

From the 283 stage one complaints received during 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017
45 were upheld and 238 were not upheld. Appendix 6.

As result of continuous monitoring with service managers the complaint issues that
are identified from the upheld com plaints have been addressed; remedies have
been provided to the customers by apologising and informing them of the
improvements that have been made.

Timescale Compliance: All stage one complainants should receive a written
response to their complaint within 21 calendar days. The complaint data for 2016/17
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evidences that the City of Wolverhampton Council has achieved an excellent
average response timescale in looking into and responding to complaints.

In 2016/17 the average response time for a complainant to receive a reply to their
complaint was 11 days, this is compared to 12 days in 2015/16. 99% of all
complainants received a response in the required timescale.

The customer feedback team provides support to the managers investigating the
complaints to ensure that they meet response deadlines and provide quality written
responses. That direct contact takes place with the complainant as needed.
Response reminders are sent to investigating officers by the complaints team on a
weekly basis.

411 Complaints 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017: From the 283 complaints received in

412

4.13

4.14

this period:

1 Revenues and Benefits received the highest number of complaints this year with
55 complaints, with 15 of those complaints being Upheld.

1 Environmental services received 44 complaints. Five of those complaints were
Upheld.

1 Waste Management received 43 complaints with 13 being Upheld.

1 Public Protection with 27 complaints with two being Upheld.

71 Leisure Centres received 19 complaints with four of those being Upheld.

1 Customer Services received 17 complaints with one complaint being Upheld.
Please refer to Appendix 6 for full details.

Stage Two Complaints: During 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 the Council received
283 stage one complaints; from that figure 21 complaints were un-resolved at the
first stage and progressed to stage two of the corporate complaints procedures.
During 1 April 2016 — 31 March 2017 the Council received 21 stage two complaints.
Out of those 21 complaints investigated, two were upheld, three partially upheld and

16 not upheld.

Out of the 21 stage two complaints 18 were for the Place Directorate and three for
the Corporate Directorate.

1 The Place Directorate received 18 complaints; out of those 18 complaints, two
were upheld, one partially upheld and 15 were not upheld.

1 Corporate Landlord - One complaint in relation to toilet facilities at the Parks; the
outcome was upheld with appropriate remedies put in place.



1 Waste Management - One complaint was received in relation to officer conduct
for waste management; outcome upheld, appropriate remedies put in place. One
other complaint received in relation to members of staff at a waste site for waste
management; the outcome was not upheld.

1 Leisure Centre’s - One complaint in relation to a decision regarding a leisure
centre membership; the outcome was not upheld. One other complaint in
relation to leisure centre refurbishment and reduction in facilities; outcome not
upheld.

1 Planning - One complaint in relation to process at a planning committee; the
outcome not upheld. One other complaint received regarding the way a planning
application was handled; the outcome not upheld. One further complaint received
in relation to officer conduct of planning officer; outcome was not upheld.

1 Public Protection — One complaint in relation to process and procedure with
regards to noise issues; outcome not upheld.

1 City Environment — One complaint in relation to street cleaning policy; the
outcome not upheld. One other complaint received in relation to obstruction of a
lamp post; the outcome not upheld. One further complaint in relation to debris
from trees; outcome not upheld.

1 Bereavement Services — One complaint in relation to officer conduct; outcome
not upheld.

71 Library Services — One complaint in relation to a room booking; outcome not
upheld

1 Regeneration — One complaint in relation to the regeneration team; outcome
partially upheld.

1 Transportation — One complaint in relation to yellow kerb markings and double
yellow lines; outcome not upheld

1 Private Sector Housing — One complaint in relation to officer conduct; outcome
not upheld.

1 Pendeford Tenant Management Organisation TMO — One complaint regarding
lack of a resolution to the issue being raised; outcome not upheld, however,
recommendations provided for complaint handling.

The Corporate Directorate received three complaints; two were partially upheld and
one was not upheld.

1 Revenues and Benefits - One complaint in relation to Housing Benefits and
payments to a Landlord; outcome partially upheld; appropriate remedies put in
place. One other complaint in relation to an encrypted email message; outcome
partially upheld; appropriate remedies put in place.



1 Democratic Support — One complaint in relation to the school appeal process and
procedure; outcome not upheld

5.0 Local Government Ombudsman / Housing Ombudsman enquiries

5.1 During 1 April 2016 — 31 March 2017 the Council received 23 LGO / Housing
Ombudsman enquiries

5.2 Out of the 23 enquiries received:
+ The Corporate Directorate received eight enquiries,
* Place Directorate received six enquiries,
* People Directorate received six enquiries and
*  Wolverhampton Homes/Tenant Management Organisation (TMO) received
three enquiries; out of the three, one is still outstanding.
5.3 The Corporate Directorate received eight LGO enquiries;

* Legal Services with two
* Democratic Support with five,
* Education/Democratic Support with one.

5.4 Out of the eight Ombudsman enquiries received three were upheld as
follows:

» Education/Democratic Support; complaint regarding an application for junior
school and appeal hearing; outcome, upheld no further action

+ Democratic Support; complaint regarding school appeal failed to properly
consider an appeal for a school place; outcome upheld, maladministration and
injustice

* Democratic Support; complaint regarding a council appeal panel that failed to
follow correct procedure; outcome, upheld, maladministration no injustice

5.5 The Place Directorate received six LGO enquiries. Out of the six received, one
case was upheld as follows: Corporate Landlord/facilities complaint regarding toilet
facilities at parks; outcome, upheld, maladministration and injustice

5.6 The People Directorate received six LGO enquiries. Out of the six received,
three cases were upheld as follows:

+ Children and Young People complaint about the action of social workers;
outcome, upheld no further action
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1 Older People complaint about the Council failing to arrange support on return
home from hospital, despite needs being assessed; outcome, upheld,
maladministration and injustice

1 Older People complaint about the Council’s request to pay a third party top up
fee towards the care home fee; outcome, upheld maladministration and
injustice.

Wolverhampton Homes and Tenant Management Organisation TMO received
three Housing Ombudsman enquiries. Two enquiries for Wolverhampton Homes
and one enquiry for the TMO.

Out of those three enquiries, one case was found to be maladministration for the
TMO regarding a failure to meet and resolve issues around the complaint when
raised, the outcome was maladministration and service failure.

LGO/Housing Ombudsman assessment enquiries: In order for the Ombudsman
to determine whether a case should be formally investigated, local authorities are
requested to provide further information about a complaint; this information is
requested via an “assessment enquiry”.

During 1 April 2016 — 31 March 2017 the Council received 34 LGO/Housing
Ombudsman enquiries.

« The Corporate Directorate received 11,
« Place Directorate seven,

« People Directorate seven,

« Education Directorate one,

«  Wolverhampton Homes six and

« Tenant Management Organisation two.

Out of those 34 cases received, ten proceeded on to a full investigation.

Compliments: All compliments are recorded, acknowledged and each service
areas are updated on the compliments they receive. During 1 April 2016 to 31
March 2017, the Council received 448 compliments, down from the previous year
2015. A decrease of 23 compliments for the year.

The Housing Department accounted for the highest number of compliments 149
following by Bereavement 102, Planning 64 and Customer Services 25. The
Customer Feedback team are currently promoting compliments via City People to
ensure all officers are aware that we record compliments as part of our quarterly
monitoring.

Monitoring Information: There are no concerns with the data analysis or evidence
of any groups being disproportionately affected. The equalities data is based upon
what complainants have provided.

Service Improvements: The Complaints Team produce service improvement
reports for all upheld complaints where the recommendations are for a change to
policy or service delivery. The recommendations are agreed with Heads of  Service



and shared with the relevant Service Director and Strategic Director, and the
Managing Director. Recommendations will be delivered by the service group as
appropriate.

5.14 Corporate complaint handling improvements

1 The corporate complaints procedure was last reviewed in 2013 to improve the
handling of complaints. One of the improvements made to the procedure was
to reduce the response timescale from 28 calendar days to 21 calendars days.
During April 2016 to March 2017 the average time taken to respond to
complaints was 11 calendar days.

1 In 2016/17 The Customer Feedback Team was formed to manage all areas of
complaints received by the Council. This change brought together Statutory
Social Care Complaint Procedures, Public Health and all Corporate
complaints.

1 Improved Response timescales. The average response time of 11 days is
highly positive and would compare very favourably with other Councils
regionally and nationally. Timescale compliance nevertheless remains under
constant review.

(1 Training — During 2016/17 the Customer Engagement Team has developed
and delivered complaint handling training to over 90 Managers and members
of staff.

6. Financial Implications

There are no financial implications associated with the recommendation in this
report. [GE/29092017/B]

7. Legal Implications

The statutory complaints procedure must comply with various statutes. These

include:

71 Children and Family Services - The Children Act 1989, Representations
Procedure England Regulations 2006. The Local Authority functions covered
include services provided under Parts Ill, IV and V of the Children Act 1989.

1 Adult Social Care - The Local Authority Social Services and National Health
Service Complaints England Regulations 2009; which came into force on 1st
April 2009.

Public Health - The NHS Bodies and Local Authorities Partnership
Arrangements, Care Trusts, Public Health and Local Healthwatch Regulations
2012. [[TS/29092017/Q]

8. Equalities Implications

81 There are no equalities implications associated with this report where in relation to its
recommendation for noting. There are important equalities implications in terms of
the complaints procedure itself and these were analysed for equalities implications
when the corporate complaints procedure was reviewed in 2015.



82  The Customer Feedback Team looks to capture specific equality data from each
complaint received and this is contained in all quarterly performance reports
presented for scrutiny. The person raising the complaint, concern or compliment is
invited to provide their personal information in a number of areas including, Sex /
Gender Identity. Ethnic Origin. Sexual Orientation. Religion. Age. Disability.
However, the experience in many cases is that the customer does not provide this
information with some customers querying the reasons for requesting the data and
how it might be used.

9. Environmental Implications
There are no environmental implications associated with this report.
10. Human Resources Implications
There are no human resource implications associated with this report.
11. Corporate Landlord Implications
There are no corporate landlord implications associated with this report.
12. Schedule of Background Papers
None for consideration.
Appendices
Children and Young People Customer Feedback Dashboard.
Adult Social Care and Public Health Services Customer Feedback Dashboard
People Directorate Examples of Organisational Learning
Corporate Complaints Equalities Data Stage One
Corporate Customer Feedback Stage Two, LGO Enquiries

Corporate Customer Feedback Stage One Dashboard
Compliments Data.
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timescale 0/ ;g:ﬁﬁe
2015/16 81
11% 2016/17 e

11-20 days
timescale
Average Complaint Complaints Where The Complaints Where Complaints Where
Response Time Councills AtFault (Upheld) The Council Is The Council Is Not
Partially At Fault At Fault

Issueshavebeenidentified
fromupheldcomplaintsand
have been addressed;
remedies have been provided
to the customers by
apologising and informing
them of the improvements
that have been made.

Y
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Annual Statutory Customer Feedback CouNCIL
Appendix 2: Annual (April 2016 — March 2017)

Stage 1 Complaints Received Breakdown by Service Area

Disability and Mental Health
. Contracted / Independent
. Older People

o
ﬁﬁ- [iFubiic Health and Wellbeing

1

Supporting Life Choices
Intake Team
Disability Team
Anville Court
Caremark
Bethrey House
Ashley Court
Seva Care
Richmond Court
Probert Court
Optionz
Homecare Support
The Sycamores
Vicarage Homecare
Wellbeck House
Woodford Homecare
Carer Support
Assessment/Billing
Carelink
Adaptions (ILS)
Therapy
MASH
Direct Payment
Bradley Resource Centre
Adult Community Team East
Adult Community Team West
Adult Community Team North
Health And Social Care Team
Adult Community Team West
Recovery Near You
Public Health Team

LGOEnquiries Orinvestigations Stage 1 Complaints Received Breakdown by Category

Failure in Service 1

Charges/Fees |GG ©

Communication/Info

Quality of Service _ 27 Compliments

6 Conduct/Attitude

4 Disagree with Policy/Criteria _ 21

Delay in Service/Resource
| K
| K
1
K Informal

NVESTORS | ~ 4

N PEOPLE
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People Directorate
Customer Feedback - Children Learning

- Appendix 3 - Quarter 1 (April - June 2016)

Wﬂhgﬁm&mtmr?aedm Is an increasingly impor!ant part of the Authorily's philosophy, Managers res i “orpldli andtutEged 1 ider )
Learm s Creasing ) responding to complaints are endouraged 10 identify an
snmunmlngﬁwﬂhh the sarvice..In e EEVICE smwm for excellence there is no room for complacency and whers thers IS an open culture of reflective Id.u"rﬁité'g. eump{amts
canat best be used in the design. delivery and improvemant of services, as well as highlighting concerns for the safety and welfare of adults: children, youna people and
ljn'rdﬂfsa M'M'brhf:daﬂﬁptm‘qr learniing from complaints for this quarter. : S

CYP -Adoption Team -

Slow replies from social workers; social
workers promising to give information, but do
not; lack of help, understanding, power from
socialworkers.

Learning: Outline the importance of
responding in a timelyway; discuss with
social workers the importance of ensuring we
provide a timely response, even if wedo not
know the resolution to queries; and highlight
the importance of re-examining face to face
contact when Court cases are delayed to
assess if it is in the best Interest of the child
to resume contact.

CYP- LAC Team 3 -

Since the LAC Review in November | have
had no contact with the Social Worker. She
doesn't respond to her 'phone or text
messages.

Learning: Better communication with birth
parents from social workers; and Part 2 LAC
Reviews held wherever required.

CYP - Leaving Care/Transitions Team 1
Outcome of assessment has not been
shared with child and she is struggling to
gain a response regarding whether it has
been agreedforherplacementtobeasolo
one.

Learning: Ensure that at the time of any
recommendations made by another agency
eg CAMHS relating to the need for a solo
placement, thelocalauthority should ensure
that their position is clearly recorded; and
the outcome of such decisions should be
clearly discussed with all relevant parties in
a timely manner.

CYP - Social Work Unit 2a -

Complaint In relation to lack of
communication around this case.

Learning: Team meetings to beutilised as a
forum to reaffirm the importance of effective
communication.

CYP - Social Work Unit 4b - My son and
| have been placed in a bed and breakfast
accommodation, but the accommodation
is not suitable for living in. T have
complained about this to my social worker,
but her manager is adamant to keep us
there as long as she wants.

Learning: Training required in respect of
the NRPF Policy; NRPF Policy and
guidance inthe process of being
implemented; partnership working with
housing team to look at affordable
housing; specialist team to work with
immigrationand financial support to
families who are assessed as CIN.
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People Directorate CITY o

WOLVERHAMPTON

Customer Feedback - Adults Learning counclL

Appendix 3 - Quarter 1 (April - June 2016)

‘Ce=ming fromiCustomer Fesdback i anincteasingly important part of the Authority’s philosophy: Manhagers responting to COMRLaines 518 erinlrane i IKentily 2oy
shortedmings within the senvice. In'a setvica strlving for excelisnce thiere isno foom far camplacency and whers there |5 dnopen cultute of reflegtivaiearning cemalants
gan al bestibelged|fihe design, delivery and Impravement of services, as well as highliahling cancerns for the safety and Wwalian: of adults, Shildeen, your: people and

“families: Balow ara biriaf clescriptions of learming from complaints for this guarter. &

ASC - Brokerage Team -

Grandmother stiM remains in Nursing Care
Home despite being told back In January
2016 that It would only be for 1 month.

Learning: The Head of Commissioning has
contracted 12tier 1 providers, but in addition

there are now numerous tier 2 providers
which has doubled the capacity of providers
available to Brokerage. This should make
the procurement of packages much easier
and swifter moving forward.

A.SC - Therapy Service - Complainant
requested a home visit to assess her
bathing needs, however, thiswasrefused
and she was asked to visit the Neville
Garratt for assessing.

Leaming: As soon as thereceptionist
making clinicappointments discovers that
someoneisunhappy, shewiOreferto the
team lead OTimmediately for discussion
and action.

IN PEOPLE Gold

Public Health -
Complaint regarding use of orlevel of
fluoride Inwater.

Leaming: This complaint was not
substantiated, however, if anumber of
similar enquiries are received we will liaise
with PHE and explore an awareness
raising/publicitycampaignto addresslssues.

ASC - Direct Payments -

Complaint in relation to Direct Payment
issues, and alsothe Team failing to notify
complainant's mother of thepre-payment
account being set up by CoWC.

Learning: 1) Working with the card provider
to improve identification of transactions on
card accounts. 2) Processes put in place to
improve the payment arrangements with
regard to deductions of contributions. 3) To

consider gross payments of Direct Payments.

4) Process put Inplace to notify customers
before reclaiming unspent monies in
accounts.

ASC - Care Unk - Complaint in relation to being
told there wHInow be a charge from July 2016 for
Care Link service; despite being a service user
since 1998 with no charges. | was originally told
there would be a charge from July 2015 there
would be a charge, but | appealed and didnot
hear anything until recently.

Leaming: We willlook at Telecare practice to see
how this delay can be avoided in future



|

Appe

Leaming from Customer Fesdback s an Increas)
shortcomings-within the service. In a service
Below

ASC - Health and Social Care Team -
Have been toldthree times that there would
be no charge for the first four weeks.
However,theserviceusersrelativereceiveda
bill showing payment for the first four weeks.

Learning: AH professionals involved in the
discharge of a patient from hospital should
endeavour to include the patient'srelative(s)
as part of the decision making process if at
allpossible regardless ofthe patient's ability
to make his/her own decisions. Hospital
Social Workerinvolvedinthis case hasbeen
reminded of this. This has also been shared
with therest of the team for future reference.

ASC - Therapy Service - Service user
received a 14 page Assessment Form to
complete andreturnto the NGC. No letter
was attached to the form advising where it
had comefrom and no telephone number.
The service user cannot read it due to
being blind and, therefore, cannot
complete it himself. On telephoning the
NGC his neighbour was told home visits
are not canied out to assist with
completing forms as we do not have the
resources.

Leaming: The correct process has been
reiterated to the member of staff who sent
theforminerror, and also to the restofthe
teamforclarification.

Y ,, RMESEORBE

People Directorate
Customer Feedback - Organisational Learning

Appendix 3 - Quarter 2 (July - September 2016)

. ngly important part of the Authority's philosophy. Managers responding 1o complaints ars encouraged to/ldentify any.
striving for axcellence there [s no room for complacancy and where there is an agen culturs of reflective learning

ASC- Adult Community Team North
- Complaint inrelation to the time it has
taken for service user to bemoved to
suitable nursing/residential care.

Learning: The systems and processes
inplace between the CCG and City of
W Ctobemoretimely. Wherethereis
evidence that a service user may be
eligible for CHC Funding the social
worker requests that the trigger tool is
undertaken and then ifrequired the CHG
Assessment, The social worker has to
wait for the outcome of this assessment
before presenting the support plan for
validation and funding.

ASC- Independent

Provider-

Care Agency failed to attend
for the evening calls onboth
Saturday and Sunday.

Learning: The company
advise they will continue to
recruitand find suitable staff
to complete service user's
careneeds. Forthe Council
it has confirmed theneed to
work with Providers in
improving responses to
complaints.

CITY or
WOLVERHAMPTON

COUNCIL

ming, complaints.

used in the design, dolivery and improvement of services, as well as highlighting concerns for the safety and welare of adults: children, youna peaple and.
e SS0nPicno O oDy 1fory bormpaints 1or tis Quanter | s J

CYP - Adoption Team - Complaintin relation to not receiving the Later Life Letter and the Life

Journey Work, despite making severaltelephone calls.

Learning: There isa resource allocation implication as one PT FSW isundertaking all Life story work.
We are looking to recruit urgently, devise a data base for Later Life Letter and Life Journey work
which will outline cases that remain outstanding. Urgently review all cases to identify which cases
remainincomplete. Discuss inunit and team meeting poor recording of management oversight.

CYP - Social Work Unit4 - Inaccuracies within the
single assessment report.

Learning: Reflective case discussion with the social
worker - social worker to check assumptions being
made within the assessment andidentify the source
where the information was received from. Social
worker to write thereports which are user friendly;
using words that parents are able to understand.

anydifficultconversations andresultingcomplaints.

CYP- Social Work Unit 5 - 1 was told
the meeting would be held at Priory
Green.However,onarrivinglwastoldit
hadbeenchanged to anothervenue.

Leaming: Ensure all relevant
dates/locationsof meetings are correct
andsharedappropriately (verballyandin
writing) withthe service user.

CYP- Leaving Care/Transitions Team - Complaint in relation to the quality of service and conduct/attitudeof
the Social Worker.

Leaming: Social worker needs to ensure there is a clear plan/expectations written down prior to a young person
moving into an accommodation provision that does not enable any scope for misinterpretation around roles and
responsibility. This, therefore, shouldfollow thecurrentprocess inplace.

CYP - LAC Team 3 - Complaint about the social worker who entered complainant's property without his consent
and also removed property from his car.

Leaming: Whilst many elements of the complaint were not upheld it is felt we could have predicted a complaint
being made given the complexities of which we were aware. Given the presenting situation and evolving
circumstances onthe day in question thelikeilhoodof removalalthough not clear cut could have been considered
allowing Social Workers to ensure they had the necessary equipnent. It is also acknowledgedthat at the point of
making the decision to remove the children another worker could have taken car seats to the address thus avoiding



People Directorate

Customer Feedback - Organisational Learning

Appendix 3 - Quarter 3 (October - December 2016)

Learning from Customer Faedback is an increasingly impartant part of the Authority's philosaphy. Managers responding 1o eomplaints are encauraged ¥ identity any

shortcamings within the service. In a service striving for sxcellence there is no room for complacency ard whers thére is an opah cul

CITY of
WOLVERHAMPTON
COUNCIL

of reflective learning, complaints

- can al best be used in the design, dslivery anhd Improvement of services, a8 well as highlighting concerns for the safety and welfare of adults. children, youna peaple and

W ar2 rief descriptons of feafting from corplaits for this quatter

ASC - Assessment and Billing - On
receiving an invoice for my latemother's care
fees, | contacted the Council to advise that my
mother hadleft no estate or savings.
However, | was told by the team that this
matter would be passed onto Debt
Management if | didnot pay.

Learning: The Department are already inthe
process of developing the reassessment
process for April 2017. An automated benefit
uprating process will be implemented using
DWP data, which will enable theteam to notify
customers of their new contributions and
eradicate anybackdating of contributions.

ASC - Adult Community Team
North-Disagree withthedecisionfor
hismomto returnhome fromrespite
duetohervasculardementiaandthe
family beingunable to cope.

Leaming: Social Work staff need to
ensure that customers and
families/carersare fully advised that
respite care is a temporary
arrangement with a start and end
date. Arry changes that occur within
therespite period will require a
reassessment of need and a
subsequent support strategy.

ASC - Therapy Service - Complaint about a member of staff in the Stores.

Learning: The ASWP inthe Adult Care Team North will be given a framework to risk assess delaying
allocation of similar casesinthe future. The Stores Manager willbe supported with further training on
how to respond appropriately to abusive calls. There were issues arising from this complaint that
necessitated the need for changes to policy/procedure, staff supervision orresource allocation.

CYP - Social Work Unit 8 -
Been waiting since January 2016 for a new social worker to be appointed.

Leaming: Complainant's main complaint was that there hadbeen a lack of consistent social worker
and it isclear from Carefirst that there was a period of three months whereby there had been four
different social workers and a duty worker involved inthe case, which can cause confusion for any
family. Inthe future managers should be mindful of the impact multiple social work changes willhave
onfamilies and ensure thatany changes are kept to a minimum.

ASC - Health and Social Care Team - Complaint about the
overall service received fromthe Social Worker andhis
manager in their handling of our mother's case.

Leaming: Letter has now been implemented and email sent
to teamregarding contracts. ASWP's to chase up outstanding
short stay requests. Team reminded of the importance of
sendingactivities to relevantdepartments - checklisthas been
devisedforallcasetransfers to locality teams.

ASC - MASH - No feedback received from the social worker
onthe outcome of the safeguarding referral.

Learning: Asaresult of this complaint, Social Worker has
been spoken to about the importance of recording
conversations and outcomes with the alerter and any
relevantprofessionals aspartofthe Safeguarding process.

CYP - Adoption Team - Concern that the
behaviours of the children were not fully addressed
prior to them being considered for adoption. The
prospective adopters did makeit known to workers
inthe ear1y stage of this placement that they felt the
children were not readyto be adopted, but were not
listened to.

Leaming: Consider making robust plans for
support andhelp at the start of an adoption
placement especially when the behaviour of the
children hasin the past been problematic. This
would be over and the above the adopters ability to
cope with the behaviour. A Disruption Meetingto be
held within two weeks so that we can have some
understanding of changes that could be made to
future practice :nthisarea, if atallnecessary.

CYP - LAC Team 1 - Currently being paid at rate for 'standard
placement' whereas all documentation states the placement is 'solo'.

Leaming: The complaint was not upheld; there was anunderstanding
around the terminology of a solo fee. However, in recognition of the
complexity of the circumstances an assessment around support needs
hasbeenrecommended.

CYP - Social Work Unit 2 - Complainant is unhappy with the recent
assessment which has been completed and which did not agree with
herwishtolook afterhergrandson.

Leaming: The terminology within the report waspoor which ledto
misinterpretation ofinformation. Thesecircumstances couldhavebeen
greatlyreducedhadthe socialworker beenmore specificand used plain
language which wasnotopento interpretation. The social worker should
have metwithcomplainants andspenttimereading through thereport.



People Directorate CITY or
WOLVERHAMPTON

Customer Feedback — Organisational Learning CouNcIL

Appendix 3: Quarter 4 (January — March 2017)

Learning from Customer Feedback is anincreasingly important part of the Authanty's philosophy. Manaders fespondifig to coniplaints are encouraged to identify any shorlcomtitias within the
-sejvice. In & service striving for excellance there-is no room for complacency and where there is an open culture of refléctive learning, comiplaints can at best be used inthe design, delivery
and Improvement of services, as well as highlighting concems for the safety and welfare of adults; children, young people and families. Below are brief descriptions of learning fram
complaints Ihis quarter

ASC CYP ASC

Family aredisputing financial chargesbecause they advise they were Complaintinrelationto the number of social workers Concernraised atthelack of contact with the social

led tobelieve thatthey would only need to make anominal contribution. the children have hadinthe pasttwo and halfyears. worker.

Learning: Aletterhas been devised which workers cangiveto Learning: Unitmanagers needto have betteroversight Leaming: Thereisaneed toimprove communication,
citizens and families which clearly statethatany services provided by of children that have experienced multiple changes to and a need to understand the process of CHC

Social Care will be subject to means testing. Workers will ensure the primary worker. Handover/goodbye visits need to assessments. Staff have also been reminded to
citizens withwhom they are working with have already had afinancial be undertaken at all times when there isa change of discuss with family any concerns and any
assessment. worker. documentation thatmay need tobeshared.

CYP CYP CYP ASC

Laci< of communication from the social Amember ofateam breached Oneteamprovided wronginformation toanother Complaintaround someinaccuracies withinthe Team's
worker. confidentiality. teamregarding anincidentwhichtookplace. letter.

Learning: There needs tobe agreaterfocus Learning: Member of staff Leaming: Staff to be reminded of the Leaming: Staffreminded thatwhen writing fetters they
onparticipation ofparentsinplanning for LAC who was involved has been importance of recording information received should identify themselves asapproved workers which
children. There isalready a working groupin spoken to and informed that from complainants correctly to avoid a gives themauthority to actin allfuture correspondence.
process toprogress this. Unitmanagers also they mustalways confirmthat recurrence. As a result of this matter referral In addiiton, staff have also been reminded of the need
need to more closely monitor that parents information canbeshared systems have been reviewed and staff have for sensitivity towards familymembers/carers whoare
have been informed in a timely manner re: and obtain consent where been provided with advice andfurthertrainingin instressful situations and who find it difficult to navigate
changesintheirchildren'scareplans. necessary. processing referral information. the complexhealth and social care system.

ASC CYP ASC

Issues raised in relation to family member being moved to Young personwas due tobe picl<ed up from schooland taken to Complaintinrelatfonto the referral not being dealt with
alternative accommodation withoutNextofKinbeinginformed. respite forher weekend stay. However, transport had notbeen inatimelymanner.

Leaming: The needto review practices inrelationto recording organised and a delayincurred. Learning: A spreadsheet has been developed for all
decisions madebytheindividual aboutwhotheywantinvolved Learning: Whilst on this occasion the complaint arose from a cases waiting to be allocated. Thistool willensure that
inthe intervention. Also, avoid situations by where actionsare worker's error; transport to and from short breaks is an ongoing deadlines are notmissed, and alsowillhelp to prioritise
[unduly]influenced by previous Worker'srecordings and issue. When transport has been arranged correctly it is being cases and check dates when aninitial referralismade
providers; re-iterated the importance to check it out before cancelled atvery short notice by the transport provider, escortor to the Team. A transfer protocol tool has also been
proceeding with the intervention; discussion with therelevant volunteer drivers. This has been raised with senior devised which will be used by both social workers and
team manager about aspects of improvements needed in management and amore reliable and robust systemisrequired managers when transferring cases fromone Teamto
practice/development/supervision. which iscurrently being explored. another Team.

=)



Appendix 4

Equalities data for Corporate Stage 1 Complaints — 1 March 2016 to 31 April
2017

® Female ® Male
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Stage 1

Annual Corporate Customer Feedback
Appendix 6: Annual 2016 — 2017

Complaints Received Complaints where the Council is at
fault (upheld)

CITY or
WOLVERHAMPTON
COUNCIL

Complaints where the
Council is not at fault

45 Issues have been identified from 45 upheld
complaintsand have beenaddressed;remedies
(1 6% ) have been provided to the customers by apologising
° andinformingthemoftheimprovementsthathave
been made.
Response Timescales Average Complaint Stage 1 Complaints Complaints received
Response Time Comparison for2015/16 down by

99% 1%
Responded to within Not
timescales responded to
(Target: 95%) within
timescales

NVESTORS | ~ 4

N PEOPLE

2015/16 306

20 1 6/1 7 2 8 3 Incomparisonto 2015/16 decrease
due to service groups being

encouraged to be more pro-active in
resolving complaints at service level.
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Stage 1 Complaints Comparison Stage 1 Complaints
Breakdown by Directorate

600 Place 178

550
500
450

Corporate 96

Education 7

459

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 Annual
Compliments
Received

400
350
300
25
200
150
100

2016/17

o

448

¢ ™\ INVESTORS
v v
{2 IN PeOPLE | GOl

2

T



7
by
2

I’

7
R
t‘

22
&
—
pele)
m&
()]
o
Q.

CivicHalland OutdoorEvents
Facilities Management
Public Protection
Revenues and Benefits
Waste Management
Libraries

Private Sector Housing
Elections

Resourcing (HR)

Market Service
Highways Operations
Planning

Licensing

Registrars

Corporate Landlord
School Admissions
Leisure Centres
Transportation

Legal Services

Pupil and Student Services
Customer Services
Visitor Economy
Children’s Centres
Democratic Support
Child Protection
Mayoral Services
Housing and Customer Services
Environmental Services
Communications
Senstart

Housing

Skills and Employability
City Development

0
0l
0
0
0
0S
09

I~

N (2 Upheld)

I : 15 o0
I & (13 Upheld)
»
—
B
l u
IN
B
LB

B > 2 upheld)

B« (1 Upheid)

I~

l w

B 2 (4 upheld)
B

I_‘

B
I -
l w

I_‘

-

(1 Upheld)

|_\ (1 Upheld)

I—\

I = 5 Uvei
I~

B

- o (1 Upheld)

I—\

I—‘

‘pa]eIpUIl 8SIMIBY10 Ssajun pjaydn Jou a1em spurejdwo)

Baly 92IAI8S AQ umopyealg
pPaAIgIay syuiejdwon | abejg

9jel0di09

96

m
[=
c
o
Q
=
o
=]

L

| 8be)s

>
©
°©
®
>
o
>
e
>
>
=)
-
o
N)
o
—_—
o
I
N)
oS
—
N

>
=
=
=
D
o
@)
-
O
O
ﬂ
Q)
=
®
2
c
"
=
@)
=
@
1
m
®
®
Qo
o
)
0
x

10 ALID

TIDONNOD

NOLIWVYHIIATOM




Appendix 7

Compliment Data for April 2016 to March 2017

Quarter 1

Directorate/Team

Nature of Compliment

People

Adult Social Care

Adult Community Team
East

Telephone call from husband thanking SG (Social
Care Worker) on behalf of his wife for all the support.

| have recently been helped considerably by SG with
an assessment for my mother's subsequent support
for VSH. SG was friendly, understanding, thorough
and concerned to help us arrive at the best solution.
She also kept in touch when she promised to do so
and has followed up with a visit after the move to see
how my mother has settled at the VSH. | am most
grateful for the help and guidance she has given us.

Initial call to SI10. Telephone call from husband
thanking Social Care Worker on behalf of his wife for
all the support.

Adult Community Team
North

Thank you card received.

Adult Community Team
West

Niece telephoned in relation to her uncle and stating
they would not have got through this period without
the social worker's support who has been a ‘star’.

Bradley Resource Centre

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Questionnaire response — complimenting service

To all staff, thank you all for your care and kindness
while I've been here. God Bless you all.

Staff informed of compliment

Many thanks for looking after me while | have been
with you. Keep up the good care.

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Thank you for the wonderful care and helping me to
relax for the first time in many years.

A huge enormous thank you for looking after me so
well.

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Thank you so much for all the help you have given. It
is much appreciated. We could not have asked for
better care.

A special note of thank you to you for your




thoughtfulness, and kindness too

To all the staff and carers; | would like to thank you all
for the wonderful care and help | was given to get me
on my feet again. Your decision was wonderful. |
enjoyed my stay with you and miss you all. Thank you
all and God Bless you all.

Commissioning

| have such respect for the Joint Commissioner
Learning Disabilities. As always the things she said
this morning displayed her intelligence and
knowledge, but also her warmth and unswerving
commitment to the values of inclusion and citizenship.

| would like to thank you for the opportunity you and
your team provided these past 8 weeks. | thoroughly
enjoyed my time at the organisation and found the
experience very interesting and insightful.

Thank you for the work that you have put into this
process.

Disabilities Team

Thank you for loaning us the equipment, it was
invaluable.

Just a little thank you for being so helpful and helping
make my life easier. The television loop is brilliant
and to be able to try the telephones is a really good
idea, as it helps to choose which one is suitable for
you.

Comments received regarding all transition
arrangements and professionalism of the team was
excellent.

HARP

Questionnaire Feedback

Thank you card received

Thank you card received

| would like to have had a regular care team, but
otherwise well satisfied with all the staff.

| would like my 30mins time to be much longer. Due
to my disability | am very slow getting dressed, etc.
Otherwise happy with the service.

Special thanks to three special ladies for all your help
and advice. Without you to talk to | think | would have
gone mad.

The six week course | have just finished has been
more than helpful to me. | could not wish for a more
helpful and pleasant team. For me J... stands out as
with her | learnt how to use the walker frame for the
first time.

| would like to thank you first of all for extending the
time for the job you do. Many thanks to your staff for
looking after me as you have. It's been a pleasure
having them here.

Six weeks of unfailing care, concern and rehabilitation.
B... has coped without help in washing and dressing,




but the remaining care throughout the day has been
excellent.

All staff kind, considerate and efficient in their work.
Over the past few weeks | have gained my confidence
and ability to walk and regain my independence.

All the team — both men and women — were very kind
and helpful. | only wish | could have them a little
longer.

All the support team were friendly, helpful and always
cheerful no matter what the weather. My mobility and
confidence in coping with all | do has improved thanks
to their support and suggestions.

The HARP team have been cariing for my mother
since her discharge from Bradley Lodge on 21
December 2015; visiting her morning and night. |
would like to place on record my sincere thanks for all
that they have done. They have been very kind,
caring and considerate of my mother's needs, allowing
her to maintain her dignity at all times. The team are
to be congratulated on their professionalism.

Just to say thank you to all the ladies that have been
to see me. They are all so kind and helpful - always
willing to help if needed.

The HARP Team is excellent in every way.

| have the utmost praise for the carers from HARP.
Each and everyone was polite, efficient and always
very pleasant during the time they were here. It was a
pleasure to have them in my home.

Good service

Congratulations on having a fine team. Always very
kind, friendly, courteous and willing. Thank you all
very much for doing such good work.

Thank you card received.

| have been looked after since 31/03/16 by three
members of staff. They have all been absolutely
excellent. Not only have they catered to all my needs,
they have also educated me in what | will need once
they have stopped visiting me.

Health and Social
Team

Care

Although | didn't meet Social Worker face to face, |
would like to thank her for the service she gave to me
when she was assigned Social Worker to my mom on
Ward C25. If there was anything | needed clarifying
she took the time to explain the procedure.

Intake Team (MH)

| would like to praise DB for the excellent way she has
helped me and my family. My brother was moved
from the Royal Care Home to Recovery House. Dion
kept myself and my mother informed about what was
happening and when. D... went above and beyond




her duties to ensure my brother was cared for.

Oxley Moor House

Service User thanked the service for going above and
beyond their remit in helping him to secure a
replacement.

Recovery House

Compliment to all of the staff and a ‘wonderful
service'.

Thanked and complimented staff on the time spent to
support and motivate during difficult time.

Telephoned to express upset that service was closing
and thanked staff for all of the support given to her
son.

Complimented staff on the support given to son
throughout resettlement programme.

Support Plus

Compliment staff on their observation of service users
they support. And the thorough detailed report that
was completed.

Children and Young
People

Adoption Team

A very impressive performance from Social Worker
giving evidence for the first time.

Blakenhall Contact Centre

On leaving her SW post at WCC, R... said she was
happy to have worked with BCC staff as they are
always helpful and supportive.

Staff very helpful and welcoming - there is not one
thing | would change at Centre.

Staff always welcoming and make you feel relaxed.
Supervisor fun and gave us lots of activities.

Supervisor very welcoming and polite - a great person
to know. Nothing | would like to change.

COPE

Compliment received from the Foster Carer of LW in
relation to the progress she has made as a result of
the 'turnabout' intervention programme that COPE are
delivering to targeted LAC at KS2. Social Worker has
been thanked for the support, patience and kindness
shown to LW and stating she has benefited greatly
from his work and has become more settled as a
result of gaining confidence through improved
concentration.

Carers mentioned they are "amazed" at the
improvement in S...'s ability to remember his times
table since WP did Turnabout Intervention with him.

| just wanted to mention about the positive impact the
"Turnabout' work has had with LN. Before the project
began, LN was painfully shy and would be very
reluctant to make eye-contact or respond to greetings.
The project has undoubtedly helped LN make
improvements towards becoming more conversant.
She responds to greetings with a smile and will
sometimes even initiate them (which is a considerable




step forward). Thank you for all the work you have put
in with LN. Whilst there is still room for improvement
in terms of how she socialises, Turnabout has
undoubtedly boosted her self-esteem and put her on a
better path.

Early Help

Since I've been with KG she listens and | can tell her
anything and now | have moved she is going to get in
touch with other people so | have still having the help.

Working with K... has brought my family a lot closer
together. It's been hard at times, but helping me get
routines and discipline into my family has helped our
lives considerably.

| have been happy with the service | have received
from KG. She has helped me and supported me in
the whole process.

K... supported myself and my family whilst we were
going through a very hard time with ex-family
members. This involved housing mainly. There has
been continual support for my family and also all
outcomes have been met and more. | could not be
happier.

KG helped me through a lot. She was good support.

Fostering Team

| have found EK to be very professional. She has
been very accommodating and made herself available
for various meetings (having to rearrange her own

diary).

LAC Team 1

Thank you to manager for all her work and
involvement which resulted in avoiding a Stage 2
investigation.

C... attended a PEP meeting with the F.../B...
children recently and was really helpful and
supportive. They felt he was listening to their point of
view and was also very knowledgeable of what
support the school should be providing.

The children really enjoyed C... visiting them because
he was funny and he listened to them. The children
said that they would like C... to be their social worker
because they can talk to him and he is interested in
them.

| wanted to state how impressed | have been with FD
the past two days during the contested hearing in
Great Yarmouth.

LAC Team 2

Thank you for all your help and hard work with this
case. Your assistance has made the investigation
much easier; particularly given the complexity of it all.

Social Worker's approach and sensitive work ethics
has been refreshing. She is clearly children focused
and an excellent communicator.

| just wanted to let you know that | have been
speaking to the foster carers for the P.../G... children




who have been very complimentary about the social
worker's practice. | also wanted to add that he has
written some very good observations on their files
which have enabled me to get a good picture of how
things are going. Well done.

Social Worker is brilliant - thank you for all your
support.

LAC Team 3

Social Worker has shown determination and
commitment to overturn a decision made not to
progress an Education Health Care Plan. His hard
work, research and commitment has meant that the
decision has been reviewed and is going to second
stage. lItis excellent news for child.

Parents were very complimentary about the work that
has been undertaken by Social Worker. "Social
Worker has been wonderful to us. We like her; she is
open and will not promise what she cannot do".

Social Work Unit 6

The parent was very pleased with how supportive the
social worker was and felt comfortable speaking to her
as she could speak to her in Urdu.

Wolverhampton
Centre

Contact

Our staff are very good, flexible and happy to help.
Facilities are lovely.

Good service from the staff, and facilities offered at
Centre good.

Contact Worker very polite, welcoming and great
person to know; helpful too.

Staff always welcoming and make you feel relaxed.

Excellent staff, very welcoming, friendly and
approachable. Rooms are lovely.

YOT

My worker was down to earth and never once did |
feel as though | was being judged or put down in any
way. She was positive and always listened to me
about many things that were going on in my life. | feel
as though | could have told her anything. During the
meetings | felt in control. | was treated with respect
and this in return got me engaged and, therefore, on
track to change. | could not have asked for any more.




Quarter 2

Directorate/Team

Nature of Compliment

People

Adult Social Care

Access & Initial Assessment

Son has been in touch today to speak highly of the
support he received from SIO when contacting social
services in relation to his father's case. The SIO was
very professional and caring.

Adult
East

Community Team

Flowers received as thanks

Compliment received

It is felt that the social worker dealt with the whole
procedure in a professional and caring manner. His
commitment and assistance were excellent.

Adult
North

Community Team

Compliment for social worker. She was very polite
and pleasant who listened carefully to the needs and
aims of the family with regards to the needs of
parents. She was also kind and patient and spoke
clearly and slowly, but remained professional. Her
knowledge and advice has been a great help. She is
an asset to CoWC.

Compliment for social worker who looked after sister.
She is extremely helpful and has a good attitude
towards people. She arranged for my sister to go into
respite care. She is a professional and easy to talk to.
Her commitment to dealing with the GP was
commendable. TA is an excellent ambassador for
CoWC.

Compliment for social worker in regards to care to
father. TA is a credit to her Department, with a kind
and caring nature and with a professional manner.

Son has been in touch today to speak highly of the
support he received when dealing with his father's
case in the absence of R. He said we were both very
professional and caring and he wanted to express his
thanks personally.

Compliment in regards to the social worker. She put
everything in place and was wonderful.

Adult
West

Community Team

Thank you for all the help my mom has received. My
mom is in VSH and it has been a life line for me and
my mom. | now have peace of mind and so does my
mom as she is in a safe secure environment.

Bradley Resource Centre

Compliment received

Compliment received

Compliment received

Compliment received

Compliment received




Compliment received

| am writing to praise the EXCELLENT service that
BRADLEY RESOURCE CENTRE have given me over
the past few weeks. All the team:
OHA/CARERS/PHYSIO have helped alleviate the
stress etc. regarding the care of my brother. My
husband and | really appreciate this and can say the
standard of help is OUTSTANDING. Please accept
our sincere thanks.

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

| would like to thank the HARP team for taking care of
me for the last 6 weeks. | have met quite a few of the
ladies and have found each of them very kind and
helpful. | congratulate all concerned with HARP for
doing such a good job.

Ernest Bold

A verbal thank you to all the team for the support they
give to C and the family as a whole.

A verbal thank you to the staff that supported him to
attend the Temple

A verbal thank you to the staff who supported her to
attend church as she won’t always go along with
family.

HARP

| am unable to complain in any way or about anything.
The service has been excellent all the way through.
Your carers are to be complimented for their efficient
and pleasant approach. | have only praise for them
and certainly no complaint. It has been a pleasure to
have your carers in my home.

| have been very pleased with all the staff | have come
into contact with nothing is too much trouble and they
always have a smile

Could have done with a bit longer as very comfortable
with the service received.

| have received first class care and cannot fault the
team in anyway. Many thanks.

| found the support staff to be very efficient and
understanding who put the patient at ease. Nothing
was too much trouble for them dedicated ladies.
Thank you.

| would like to thank you all for the care and kindness




shown to me when | was not feeling well you do such
a good job and also made my day. Thank you very
much.

All the ladies and gents that visited were very pleasant
and helpful at all times.

| feel that the HARP Team helped me to regain my
confidence and independence. Thank you.

The team is a valuable asset to those who need help.

Excellent work. Caring and reliable.

| have been very pleased with all the staff | have come
into contact with. Nothing is too much trouble and
they always have smile.

HARP are brilliant; so caring and carers are always
happy with plenty of joy and chatty conversation.
Everyone was helpful and took care of me. They were
so gentle and nothing was too much trouble to help
me. HARP give a wonderful service at a time when it
is needed by the patient.

| have received professional and courteous care from
every member of your staff without exception. The
service has helped me get back to some kind of
normality after my time in hospital.

This is a very good service. The carers were all very
good and very friendly. | appreciated all the help | got.

Health and Social Care

Team

| am writing to praise the EXCELLENT service given
to me over the past few weeksAll the team:
OHA/CARERS/PHYSIO particularly A and R who
have helped alleviate the stress etc. regarding the
care of my brother. My husband and | really
appreciate this and can say the standard of help is
OUTSTANDING. Please accept our sincere thanks.

Thank you for the work the social worker did to assist
her grandmother in leaving hospital and going into
Bradley Resource Centre.

Recovery House

Service user thanked staff for a pleasant enjoyable
relaxing respite stay.

You do an important job and no amount of money can
buy the level of kindness care and compassion you
show through your work on a daily basis.

Children and Young
People
Early Years (Rainbow | Finding a nursery for my baby and handing them over

Children Centre)

is one of the hardest things | have done as a mother.
However, this was made much easier with such an
excellent staffing team. They have not been just a
nursery to me, they have been my daughter's 'family’'.
The Rainbow Children Centre has been the greatest
experience for my daughter. She is currently at  the




top end of the learning spectrum for her age and this
is down to the Centre's hard work. Special thank you
to all the staff at the Rainbow Children Centre.

Adoption Team

Bouquet of flowers received with thanks from
Adopters that we placed a child with.

The Adoption Family Finder as without doubt
absolutely fantastic. She went beyond the call of duty
for which we cannot thank her enough. She pulled out
all the stops to make this adoption happen in the
shortest possible time and with the best outcome for
H.

Fostering Team

| am writing to express my thanks for the commitment
and dedication shown by the CSW and IRO when
overseeing the care plan for the children in my care.
As a Foster Carer | have found both individuals
extremely supportive with the interests of the child at
the centre of all their decisions. GC-E has ensured all
her supervisions have been maintained (hence she
had a good relationship/understanding of the
children). K has worked tirelessly escalating her
concerns and meeting all the expectations of her role.
It is a real pleasure to see such dedicated and
knowledgeable members of the team - | know the
children will benefits from this in their future lives

Recognition of Social Worker’'s hard work.

LAC

The Great Big Thank You Awards 2016 - Inspirational
Leader of the Year

LAC Team 1

| wanted to state how impressed | have been with FD
the past two days during the contested hearing in
Great Yarmouth.

| was very impressed with the Life Story Work, Social
Worker has been undertaking with child. The child has
two completed Life Story Books, but there are a lot of
gaps, which has raised lots of questions for the child.
In addition to this, the child's family network is very
complex and the Social Worker has been working with
the child in attempt to answer some of his questions,
and to identify key members of his family. The Social
Worker is doing a great job, which | can see is having
a positive impact on the child.

Another SGO granted yesterday...Well done F and
thanks for all your hard work in achieving the best
outcome for this child.

LAC Team 2

Compliment received in relation to the feedback
received on the social worker's decision making skills
in relation to placing MB and SB. Both these children
have a high level of need and indeed SB's placement
is solo. Social Worker articulated himself effectively to
dissuade them to do this and it is recognised that the
decision was in the best interest of the LAC child.




| would like to compliment the social worker on his
work with both of these children. He has only fairly
recently been allocated these children, but has made
an effort to build a relationship with them quickly and
effectively. Both children appear to have begun to
develop a solid and trusting relationship with him. He
has prepared both of the children for their reviews and
has supported them to attend. He has demonstrated
that he takes on board the wishes and feelings of the
children and represents these during the review. The
voice of the child is heard clearly throughout his work.
It is clear that he has taken time to interact with the
children and to listen to what they are saying to him.

In recognition of the life journey books completed for
each of the children. The children shared that they
really enjoyed working with MB and that they have
learned new things about their family and each of
them was thrilled to know what day of the year and
what time they were born. They liked the fact that MB
saw them individually at home and at school and are
really pleased with their books.

The certificate is issued in recognition of the following:
1) Child centred practice 2) The children have a
comprehensive understanding of their care plan and
are happy that plans of permanency are being
progressed. 3) The children's religious and cultural
needs are well met, the placement is an excellent
match. 4) The children's academic progress is
evidenced - all achieving at school and are very proud
of their achievements. Work with schools/PEP is
excellent. 5) The children feel safe and have a sense
of belonging. 6) Life Journey books/work has been
completed in a timely way and feedback from each
child has been positive. 7) Excellent feedback was
given to IRO from the fostering agency in recognition
of SW practice and work completed by the FSW. 8)
Whilst the children do not want direct contact with
parents, contact is maintained & encouraged via
letters and regular feedback/written reports by the SW
- this is appreciated by parents. 9) Each child has
had the opportunity to express their views
independently to the Guardian - they have a good
understanding of the court/legal process and the
eldest was supported to write to the Judge herself to
share her views directly. 10) The SW challenged the
fostering agency decision not to approve the FC as
long term - the outcome was successful and
supported by the IRO. 11) Reports to reviews are on
time and relevant. 12) Records are up to date and
easily accessible, child centred and decision making is




clear. 13) SW challenges parent(s) firmly and with
empathy IRO will forward as an example of good
practice to Louise Houghton - Principal SW

In recognition of the life journey books completed for
each of the children. The children shared that they
really enjoyed working with M and that they have
learned new things about their family and each of
them was thrilled to know what day of the year and
what time they were born. They liked the fact that M
saw them individually at home and at school and are
really pleased with their books. The SSW spoke to
the IRO and praised the work completed, she shared
that the books were completed in a timely manner, are
of excellent quality and are very detailed. She is of the
view that the whole process has been helpful in
establishing a sense of permanency by having looked
at the present, past and the future.

The certificate is issued in recognition of the excellent
work carried out by the Social Worker in relation to the
children and their life journey

Leaving
Team 1

Care/Transitions

| meet many professional in my role and I'd just like to
say that RW appears to be very much on the 'ball' with
the young person that we spoke to.

Gratitude for a member of staff who has been
consistently fantastic. Social Worker has been great;
she's been here today and | always find her very
supportive, fair but firm and proactive. She always
works in the best interest of the young people and |
find she really tries to work with us holistically to
ensure the best outcome for the young people.

| was very impressed with KM's work. Prior to the
meeting she had informed me of the imminent return
of the young person to Wolverhampton. This was
helpful in terms of my being able to co-ordinate my
efforts to when he did return. KM then re-arranged
her diary so that she could attend the consultation
meeting. This was very well attended by residential
staff and it was very helpful that she was able to give
an up to date picture of the young person, as well as
useful historical/background information.

It was such a pleasure to work with Social Worker. |
can't begin to imagine the impact they have made on
the care leavers going through your service. | am so
thankful City of Wolverhampton Council have had their
steady and caring hand. They have been a real
encouragement and inspiration to me.

1) A comprehensive Review Report was provided by
LM and evidence of good social work practice. Young
Person's Care Plan is being progressed with a




suitable transition plan for post 18 years. Staying Put
has been explored in a timely way and a date has
been scheduled to complete the Contract, which has
reduced anxieties for YP in relation to his future.
Arrangements were also in place for YP to have short
stays in the Training Flat, to support his independence
skills.

Leaving  Care/Transitions

Team 2

| wanted to take the opportunity to pay a compliment
to MM and his manager for their actions in the
strategy meeting on Wednesday. This was a difficult
and challenging meeting, but | felt that MM and his
manager held clear and robust boundaries.

Just wanted to convey my thanks for your attendance
at court with LO last week and for going the extra mile
seeing him in the cells etc.

Social Worker has a very professional, but 'easy' style
when undertaking her case work. This enables her to
make good working relationships with young people
and also to co-ordinate the team of professionals
around that young person. She is organised and
structured, but also flexible in her approach. In this
particular case the social worker has worked hard and
has developed excellent working relationships with the
young people and their carers. This enables her to
carry out her statutory duties to an excellent standard,
but also to do 'social work'. Both young people have
come from troubled backgrounds and both have been
in care for many years. However, both young people
really engage with the social worker and appear to
trust her. Both young people could not have had a
better social worker at the end of their life in care.

Safeguarding

| am writing to express my thanks for the commitment
and dedication shown by the IRO when overseeing
the care plan for the children in my care. As a Foster
Carer | have found her extremely supportive with the
interests of the child at the centre of all her decisions.
She has worked tirelessly; escalating her concerns
and meeting all the expectations of her role. It is a
real pleasure to see such a dedicated and
knowledgeable member of the team. | know the
children will benefit from this in their future lives.

Social Work Unit 5

Compliment in relation to the social worker's conduct
of the case.

Both the guardian and the Judge made several
comments about the hard work AP has done on the
case, the efforts she has made and the quality of her
work. | would also like to thank AP for the same and it
has been a pleasure to work with her as always.

Wolverhampton
Contact Centre

Children’s

Came back into building especially to thank staff
member for their continual support and help. Very




appreciative.

Staff very kind and cheerful. Make you feel at home.

Quality of service at Centre very good, and good
communication.

New clients having contact with their baby said
contact staff lovely and helpful and Centre on a whole
so much better than the area where they have
recently come from.

Found Centre and staff welcoming and enjoyed
having the allocated supervisor.

Centre and staff welcoming. Supervisor very kind.
Facilities very suitable.

Centre and staff welcoming. Facilities suitable and
comfortable. Supervisor helpful.

Very welcoming Centre.

Centre is great — my daughter loves the Contact
Room.

Staff very kind and cheerful; make you feel at home.

Centre and staff always welcoming when | come here.

Very friendly and welcoming at Centre. Staff full of
good advice which is very useful. Not judgemental.
Rooms very comfortable and suitable for our baby.
Enjoy our contact at Centre.

YOT

Since | started seeing N and G | have felt the
difference in myself and | have felt so much better and
more being with the youth centre it has helped me
learn things | never knew about and gained more
information and enjoyed all the times | have gone to
my meetings and done everything | needed to do to
finish my 3 months. | am happy | got the help and
support | did from each and everyone that has worked
with me.




Quarter 3

Directorate/Team

Nature of Compliment

People

Adult Social Care

Adult Community Team
East

| would like to thank Wendy Haynes (Social Worker)
for all her help and support. She gets on well with
Audrey and the family, keeps us informed of any
changes.

“Thank you for responding so quickly to my parents'
needs. It is making all the difference knowing help is
available. Social Services get an extremely bad
press, but you have shown that even under the
present financial constraints a speedy response is
possible.

It was the Adult Team that came to my rescue, with
my sister, after months of trying to get her GP to take
my concerns seriously. Thank you again for all you
are doing not only for my family, but for others."

Adult
North

Community Team

| would like to thank CE for her most professional and
compassionate conduct when working with my mother
as her key worker. My mother has dementia and is
very deaf and CE has shown nothing, but patience,
kindness and understanding when talking to my
mother. | know that social workers have a lot of
criticism in the media and so | think it is important to
give credit to those in the service who make their job
their vocation and | feel that CE does that.

| am extremely impressed with the professionalism,
patience, dedication and care that the social worker
has shown in dealing with my father's case.

Home visit by social worker regarding involvement of
social services due to referral made by CICT. She
had a very friendly disposition and put my mother-in-
law at ease as she can often be very anxious. Social
Worker asked questions and waited patiently when
required. Social Worker really appeared to care about
my mother-in-law's needs. In my opinion she was
perfect for the role she has to fulfil.

Excellent work; nothing too much trouble and always
time for you, even when busy.

Both Social Workers received thank you cards from
family: "A heartfelt thank you for your help and
support".

Adult
West

Community Team

Councillor K... was complimentary about the service
received from social worker.

Bradley Resource Centre

My father has been staying there after being




discharged from New Cross Hospital. The Centre is
very well run. All the staff are courteous and caring
and highly professional. | have visited on one
occasion with my family and the staff were very
accommodating, allowing us to make use of the
visitors lounge, the garden and the kitchen. My father
was being well looked after, enjoyed the food and his
room was spacious, clean and tidy. | spoke to several
of the residents and they all spoke very highly of the
staff and facilities. It was also good to see that there
is on-site provision of therapy services. The Bradley
Centre is a much needed resource and provides a
level of care that cannot be provided to patients in
their own homes and is a invaluable facility bridging
the gap between home and hospital to enable patients
to adjust after time in hospital.

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Customer Feedback

BG called regarding his mother to say he would like to
thank the team for all the hard work and commitment
in establishing his mother a place at Waterside.

Ernest Bold Mother is happy with being informed that her son is
becoming more independent at short breaks and
happy that we discussed new activity experiences with
her also. She is very pleased overall with the service.

HARP

Very pleased with all the treatment given to me and all
the kindness and care | received.

| found people who look after me were very helpful
and kind and could not do too much for me.

All the service users | have met are pleasant, helpful
and try to help answer any medical questions if they
can.

| have enjoyed the visits of the HARP people very
much. | did not have many tasks for them, but was
very pleased for their cheerful company and often
good advice.

Very happy with the HARP service. Staff very nice
and pleasant.

Thanking everyone involved.




| think the staff who work with you are very polite and
there to help us. Nothing seems too much and are so
understanding.

Well satisfied.

My mother-in-law has had support from the HARP
team and we have been most impressed with the
service which has been provided. Punctuality,
kindness, care, respect and consideration for her has
been superb.

No complaints.

Health and Social Care

| would like to thank the Social Worker for all her help
and support.

Compliment form completed and received from
daughter in law for the help and support provided from
Social Worker.

ES thanked AH for all her help and support. A card
and chocolates were received.

AH received a hand painted picture from Mr B
thanking her for helping with the VSH application.

Email received to Social Worker thanking him for
helping to sort things out.

Email sent to Social Worker "You have not only been
the best Social Worker | have ever had the pleasure of
working with, but also that you have been a tower of
emotional and physical support. | will never forget
your help, kindness and guidance. It knows no limit".

Card sent to Social Worker thanking her for all her
efforts.

Received compliment - could not praise the Social
Worker enough for all the support given - they felt
supported and listened to.

Card received thanking social worker and colleagues
for their work.

Card and flowers received by social worker thanking
her for the support she has given to family stating they
are blessed to have her as their father’s social worker
and for helping and supporting them with difficult
decision and she was there for them from the
beginning to end.

Christmas Card received by social worker thanking
her for her help.

Mental Health Outreach
Team (Ryefields)

Thanked the team for the continued support delivered
to her sister.

Thank you card sent to team for continued help and
support.

Plant and card sent to team for kindness, good hard
work, dedication and understanding.




Small gifts and card sent to all team members to thank
staff for their support.

Box of chocolates and card delivered to office to thank
staff for support.

Therapy Services

Thank you for letting me have the green chair to try
out; and for showing G.... how to get me back into
bed. The support of the staff is very much
appreciated.

Children and Young
People

Adoption Team

We recently adopted a beautiful baby boy and cannot
thank the social workers enough for supporting us
emotionally and showing empathy throughout the
process. The one social worker was on the
rollercoaster journey with us and if it had not been for
her support, professionalism and guidance | do not
think we would be where we are now. There is not a
day that has passed where all three of us have not
laughed and smiled.

Very pleased with LJB.

Very pleased with LJB.

Emailed K... thanking her for all her hard work.

COPE

WP has had another compliment on the positive
impact that the Turnabout Intervention is having on
pupils' learning and engagement.

Early Help

| would like to compliment some outstanding work that
Strengthening Families workers have completed. LB
was allocated the case to undertake some direct work
with father around his experiences of being a victim of
domestic violence. It was clear at the point of the
referral that there was very little research and support
for male victims. However, LB worked hard to compile
a good programme to work with father to support him
to rebuild his confidence. In addition, to the direct
work with father, L also supported father in meetings,
and offered him on going telephone support to build
his self-esteem.

The mother of the children shared with me that she is
particularly grateful for the work that the worker has
completed with the family, She shared that she is
"absolutely wonderful" and stated that she does not
know what she would have done without her. One of
the children also shared that "the worker is a very kind
lady; she is funny and always makes us smile".
Another child shared that she appreciates the hard
work the worker is completing to get them into a new
home.

LAC Team 1

WJ was the previous social worker and the carer
stated they were very pleased with WJ's approach,




communication and practice. They feel he is able to
represent Wolverhampton in a positive light and stated
he went over and beyond to advocate on behalf of the
child and achieve the best outcome.

LAC Team 2

Ms C..... wanted to share with us how supported she
felt by the social worker (SL) and how well she worked
with her and her family. Ms C..... said "SL". She also
stated she felt SL cared and listened to her and that
she always had time for her no matter how small her
query was.

LAC Team 3

Social Worker (SL) is absolutely fantastic and has an
excellent relationship with the children and takes a
keen interest in their needs.

Leaving  Care/Transitions

Team 1

Social Worker has completed a very in-depth risk
assessment as requested at the child's review. She
has obviously worked very hard to complete the
assessment and has used a variety of tools and
methods. The way in which she has recorded her
sessions with the children is exceptional, having been
recorded exactly as the children would have spoken;
this really brings the voice of the children into the
assessment and places them at the centre of it. | am
extremely impressed with the quality of the
assessment, particularly given that T.... is a newly
qualified worker and will not have a great deal of
experience in completing risk assessments. | look
forward very much to working with her in the future.

MASH

Many thanks for the information and quick response.

Social Work Unit 1

Judge praising excellent social work that CH
presented.

Social Worker praised for her social care planning on
this case, which enabled matters to be brought to a
swift conclusion.

Social Work Unit 6

We would just like to say a big thank for everything
you have done for us. You gave us a chance and you
took the time to listen and be here for our family.

| just wanted to thank you for helping us throughout
the year with what happened surprisingly just over a
year ago.

You have helped us move forward to the next chapter
of our lives, and helped me change my life for the
best.

Wolverhampton Children’s

Contact Centre

At final contact with their son they thanked supervisor
on his behalf for her support over the two years they
had been attending the Centre.

Thanked supervisor for her support to the Social Work
Team in the arrangements for a LAC child's
Christening in the Community.

Compliment from our Legal Dept thanking Contact




Worker for her contact recording - very
comprehensive and one of the best recordings she
had seen. Wonderfully observed.

Completed Professionals Questionnaire rating all
services as 'very good' during her first visit to the
Centre.

| found the staff are really friendly and welcoming.

Found the Centre comfortable - my daughter loves the
ball pit room and outside areas. Staff very friendly.

Small child filling in questionnaire said "l like
everything at the Centre".

At final contact, parents thanked our two supervisors
for their support and help during their contact
sessions.

Parents thanked our supervisor for doing baby "hand
and footprints" with them during their contact session -
very grateful.

Stated how the staff at the Centre are all exceptionally
nice and caring. Made her feel ‘cosy’ and welcome.
Genuine care given to visiting familes.

Youth Offending Team

Young person came to panel last night for his final
review. Presented so much more positive than when
he first came into panel. Statement from him to panel
was "KW has made me think of my behaviour and
understanding the consequences of knife carrying.
This has been positive for me".




Quarter 4

Directorate/Team

Nature of Compliment

People

Adult Social Care

Adult Community Team
East

Without the support of the social workers looking after
my husband would be nigh impossible. | cannot
stress enough just how wonderful their support and
advice has been. Nothing seems too much trouble for
them and | have found | can rely on them utterly when
needed.

Bradley Resource Centre

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Staff informed of compliment

Disabilities Team (Neville
Garrett Centre)

| would like to thank and compliment IF and BP on a
very interesting and informative presentation when
they visited the Centre. Most of our members, and
some of our volunteers, have sight and/or hearing
problems and they were all very impressed and
grateful for the demonstration of the various aids and
the advice given. This is a very valuable service and it
was presented in a sensitive and personal way.

Ernest Bold Many, many thanks for taking care of my son and
bringing him home. It has been a difficult end to the
year here, so you helping us by caring for our son and
understanding the situation has been a great help.

HARP

Good service with good help.

| was very lucky to have very kind and understanding
ladies to deal with me.

All the staff were very polite and caring and because
of that | was soon able to be more independent.
Within two weeks | had had my bathroom converted
into a walk in shower and raised toilet which made it
much better for me to keep myself clean. | can't
praise these carers highly enough - they do a grand
job. Thank you for allowing me to use this service, it
has been invaluable.

| have been very pleased with the Harp Team and
they have been helpful and of a pleasant disposition. |
wish to thank them for reassuring me over some
items. Thank you all so much.

Pleased with all staff and service received.




The carers that came to our home were very good at
their job and very helpful. | was pleased that they
were there to help me to get better.

Health and Social Care

Verbal compliment and chocolate given to Social
Worker following an assessment in the home.

Compliment received via email to Social Worker;
thanking her for all her hard work and pursuing all
channels.

Card and small gift received from daughter thanking
for all the help Social Worker had given. She also
sent a letter to SM praising the Social Worker.

Mr S... wanted to thank all staff for their loving and
professional attitude, but also to thank the social
worker for her help and comprehensive assessment
report.

Daughter came to reception window and passed on
praises to social worker saying she had done a
fantastic job and had gone above and beyond in the
help she has given her and her family.

Thank you card sent to social worker to thank her for
the support and life line given to her mom.

Thank you card received to social worker thanking her
for her support, help and patience. It was hugely
appreciated.

Thank you card and flowers sent to Social Worker
thanking her for all the support she gave the family
when transferring their mum into care home. Words
on card “It's nice to know we have caring professional
people like you working in social services. You are
our Guardian Angel”.

Thank you card received from family to social worker
for getting D’s flat fit for her and getting her into respite
care.

Flowers given to BJ from family thanking her for all the
support she had given them.

Mental Health Outreach
Team

Complimented both Outreach Team and Social
Worker on the way in which her cousin was supported
to move into alternative accommodation from a
Nursing Home.

Email sent to staff member to thank her for her
support and acknowledgement.

Email sent to thank staff for the positivity and support
received.

Support Plus

Verbal compliment received on the care and support
received via staff at A41.

Therapy Service

An outstanding service has been received by the
Community Occupational Therapists and Independent




Living Service.

Children and Young
People

Adoption Team

A big thank you for all your hard work and support.
We wanted to let you know how grateful we are to be
chosen to be parents to R...

Very pleased with LJB. Told SW verbally to pass on
compliments.

Very pleased with LJB.

Very pleased with LJB.

Very pleased with LJB.

Very pleased with LJB.

Very pleased with LJB.

Emailed thanking D... for all his hard work.

Sent a card thanking her for all her hard work.

Compliment for social worker about his support
through adoption and help with sorting out Nursery
place.

Social Care worker spoke to LB and she spoke highly
of the support received from him

Email to say how pleased they are with the support
from the social worker during the adoption process.

COPE

JM, Foster Carer for CR, wanted to thank and show
how much she appreciated the help AF gave in getting
CG for secondary school after they had put a requires
improvement school down initially. Both Foster Carer
and young person were extremely happy with the
allocated school and AF's support in securing it.

Early Help (0-18yrs)

On behalf of the Head Teacher, | would like to thank
one of your members of staff. Yesterday, we had a
particularly difficult situation arise at school which
resulted in the police attending. Luckily, before
relevant parents could arrive at school, we were
informed about the potentially volatile situation and
this allowed us to be prepared. The member of staff
has been working closely with the family and quickly
arrived at school to support us with the situation. Her
contribution was invaluable and she handled the
parents with total professionalism. The school was
placed in a difficult situation, but with her advice we
were able to resolve it quickly. The Head Teacher is
very grateful. We are looking forward to working with
her a lot more in the future. She is an asset to the
role.

LAC

| undertook a visit to DJ yesterday, he has S... and SG
in placement and the social worker joined about an
hour into my visit that | was undertaking on duty. It




was evident that she has a really positive relationship
with the children and they interacted so well with each
other - and the girls were really pleased to see her. It
was just so refreshing to see.

There has been a significant improvement in the
reports and Pathway plans to reviews. | have been
really impressed with the quality of plans and attention
to detail. Reports have been received in advance of
reviews and the authorisation comments have been
specific to each young person.

LAC Team 1

In reading the panel members feedback forms over
the year, FD's name came up several times for his; 1)
Knowledge of the case. 2) Work he has undertaken
with the children. 3) The relationship he appears to
sustain with the children and their carers. 4) His
ability to present the cases to panel and his open and
honest approach.

Just a quick email to say that | visited two of M...’s
children, who are a part of the CICC, and they said
that they are enjoying it so far and that they thought
you were really nice and helpful.

In recognition of N...'s report and care plan to the
children’s review. | want to further recognise N...’s
child centred approach to her work which | observed
at the review, both children told me how much they
like their new social worker, praise was also given by
the foster carers. N... has moved this case from 18
months of amber rags to green — she has engaged the
children in direct work regarding family contact and life
journey work; managed complex contact
arrangements by liaising with family, two sets of foster
carers and other social workers. N... completed an
assessment in relation to family contact which
recommended a reduction; this report was evidenced
based, child focused yet sensitive to parents’ position
too — this piece of work is to be commended.

In recognition of N..."'s report and care plan to C’s
review - timely, relevant and child centred. C...
shared with me how much she likes N... because she
gets things done and listens to her. N... is skilled at
communicating with children and this was evident in
today’s meeting. Foster carer reported that N... has
developed a great relationship with C..., further that
they have felt supported during this review period.

Well done WJ as | am aware you have only had the
case a short while (approx. 6 months) and you have
been really proactive in completing the outstanding

tasks and achieving the best outcome for this child.

Thanks for all your hard work. And this is a good




example of progressing a child's plan in a timely
manner once a case has been allocated.

LAC Team 2

At the end of the POT meeting | commended the
worker for the presentation he did in relation to
assessment and investigation process connected to
these two children. POT meeting was in relation to
one of the children being physically hurt by a person in
a Position of Trust. The worker came in prepared, he
knew his case well and presented his services
information with confidence and was concise ie that
the information was relevant and appropriate to the
discussion that was taking place. The worker
understood the needs of these children and showed
passion and conviction in ensuring the meeting heard
the children's story. In fact he did such a good job the
experienced Police had little to add to the information
conveyed in respect of the investigation and the risk
analysis made by the worker. In my summary and
concluding in the POT meeting, the worker had no
difficulty in adding and expanding on points; he had no
problems agreeing or disagreeing with points and
added points to my risk analysis of the situation. The
worker presented as someone who is enthusiastic and
eager to progress matters especially for the children; It
has been a long time since the meeting had seen a
social worker so animated about what he does and
how children/families respond to him.

At the end of the POT meeting | commended A... for
the presentation he did in relation to assessment and
investigation process connected to these two
children.POT meeting was in relation to one of the
children being physically hurt by a person in a Position
of Trust. AR came in prepared, he knew his case well
and presented his service's information with
confidence and was concise ie that the information
was relevant and appropriate to the discussion that
was taking place.AR understood the needs of these
children and showed passion and conviction in
ensuring the meeting heard the children's story. In
fact he did such a good job the experienced Police
had little to add to the information conveyed in respect
of the investigation and the risk analysis made by AR.
In my summary and concluding in the POT meeting -
AR had no difficulty in adding and expanding on
points; he had no problems agreeing or disagreeing
with points and added points to my risk analysis of the
situation.AR presented as someone who is
enthusiastic and eager to progress matters especially
for the children; It has been a long time since the
meeting had seen a social worker so animated about




what he does and how children/families respond to
him. Keep up the good work and don't lose the fire in
your belly in relation to the career you have chosen to
pursue.

LAC Team 3

Foster mother wished to pass on her compliments in
relation to the social worker who was responsive and
efficient.

During the Review, PB stated that "he and MB have
received excellent support from yourself; that you
always listen and make time for them and J... and will
always go the extra mile to help."

Please give excellent feedback to K... from the
excellent Care Planning workshop that | attended
today. This was well structured and paced to give
good examples of Care Planning to guide
practitioners.

Compliment in relation to presentation at Fostering
Panel in terms of linking and matching two children to
their carers on a long term basis.

Leaving  Care/Transitions
Team 1

Just wanted to say how helpful KM was in a case I'm
working on. | am the social worker for a young father
who was previously looked after by Wolverhampton
LA. If KM hadn't supported me to identify his history |
would have, in all honesty, been struggling to find the
previous history for the family. KM was really good,
so wanted to let you know.

Thanks for all your help and support. | don't know
what I'd do without you sometimes.

In recognition of LM's practice re RO. LM, your report
was really good and made the running of the review
very straight forward. RO has a good understanding
of his plan despite his reluctance to express his views
at the meeting - well done!

Thank you so much for your help/support with JD.

M... is a fantastic worker and | can only go on the CSE
work experience with her, but the outcomes of her
worKk is brilliant.

Safeguarding

Thank you for all you have done for me for the past 17
years. You have done such an amazing job and i
cannot thank you enough. Not only have you been
just my IRO, you have been the best IRO | could ever
have. You have made my life in the care system quite
good (I guess); so thank you.

Social Work Unit 4

LW has hung on to JL, for continuity, whilst being a
Senior Social Work Unit Manager, with all the
responsibility that entails. She's just got a Placement
Order for JL under difficult circumstances. However,
LW has demonstrated great courage and tenacity. |




have huge admiration for the way that LW has
conducted herself.

Wolverhampton
Centre

Contact

Very welcoming Centre - comfortable and well stocked
with toys and children.

The staff are brilliant and give really good advice.

Centre very friendly and welcoming. Everything in
contact room amazing. Staff very helpful with my
child.

Felt very comfortable. Staff always polite and helpful.

Centre staff very welcoming. | was made to feel at
ease in a comfortable environment.

Find Contact Centre very welcoming. Supervisor
really creative and fun to have alongside the children
and myself.

PAMS Assessor working at Centre complimented us
as "one of the best Contact Centres she had been in.
Staff very friendly/accommodating and welcoming.

Staff fantastic - always suggesting new things for us to
do during contact.

Card given to contact workers fromcarer at child's final
contact "Thank you for your love and care of C... -
thank you for speaking up for him".

Found Centre staff welcoming; especially the
receptionist. Feel welcome coming here. Contact
Worker always suggesting brilliant ideas.

Stated our contact worker was extremely
helpful/excellent in guiding parent bathing his child for
the first time - reassuring, professional and supportive.

Found Centre's records very detailed, understandable
and consistently on time. Strict professionalism -
interactive nature. Prompt responses and relative
information given from Centre staff.

Centre staff always welcoming and got a smile. My
supervisor has given me suggestions for activities and
is also a very nice lady - always welcoming.




Appendix 7
Annual Corporate Compliments Data
1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017

Place Directorate

Number
Total 393
Corporate Directorate
Total 54
Education Directorate
Total 1
Total Number of Corporate 448
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